BLACKE BOOKES 
MESSENGER, 
L aying open the Life and Death 


of Ned Browne one of the moſt notable Cutputſes, 


Creabitert, and Conn-catchers, that 
euer lined in England. 8 


ſantly in his one 
monſtrous villanies by him and his Conſorte 
performed, as the like was yetneuer 
heard of in any of the former 
bookes of Conny- 
catching. 


Read and be warnd, Laugh as von likt, 
Judge as pou ind. | 


Nuſcimur pre Patria. 
by R. G. 


e 


Printed at London by John Danter, for T hmm 
Nelſon dwell ing in Silver ſtreete, neere to the - 
ſigne of the Red-Crode. 159 2, | 
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Heerein hee telleth verie plea- 
perſon ſuch ſtrange prancks and 
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To the Curceous 
Reader Health. 


© Entlemen, I knowe you hame long expe- 
add the comming worth of m Blacks 
Books, which I long haue promiſed, and 
& which I had many daies ſince finiſhed, 
had noe ſickenes hindered my intent: 
Neuertheleſſe, be aſſuredit is the firſt thing I meane 
to publiſh after I am recouerced · This Meſſengerto 
my Blacks Books | commit to your curteous cenſures, 
being written before I fell fick, which Ithoght good 
inthe meane time to ſend you as a F ayring , diſcous- 
' Gng Ned Brownesvillanies, which are too many to bee 
deſcribed in my Blacks Books, 

Ihadthoughttohauec ioyned with this Treatiſe, a 
pithy difcour{eof the Repentance of a Conny - cat 
cher lately executed out of Ne gate, yet foraſmuch 
as the Methode ot᷑ the oneis ſo far differing from the 
other. L altered my opinion, and the rather a thatthe 
dne died reſolute and deſperate , the other penitent 

and paſſionate. For the Conny-catchers repentance 
A3 which 


4 


Tb. Efiflltothe Reader, ' * 
whichſhallſhoctly bepubliſhed, it containes a patſi- 


a1 of great importance, Firſt how he was giuen over 
ſrom all grace and Godhines, and ſeemed to haue no 
ſparke ofthe feareof God in him: yet neuertheleſſe, 


through the wWoonderſull working of Gods ſpirite, 
euenim the dungeon at Newgate 2 before he 
died, he ſo repented him from the bottome of his hart, 
that it may well beſeeme Parents to haue it for their 
Children, 1 iſters for their ſeruants, and to bee peru- 


ſed of cueryhone!! perſonwith great regard. 


And for Ned Browne of whame my Meſſenger 
makes report, hee was a man infamous fox his bad 
courſe of life and well knowne about London: Hee 
was in outward ſhe a Gentlemaalike companion 
attyred very braue, and to ſhadowe his villany the 


more would nominate himſelfe to be a Marſhall man, 


who when he had nipt a Bung or cut a good purſe, he 
would ſteale ouer into the Lowe Countries, there to 


taſt three or foure Stoapes ef Rheniſh wine, and then 


come ouer forſooth a braue Souldier : But at laſt hee 
leapt at a dayſis for his looſe Kind of life, and therefore 
imagine younow ſee him in his oe perſon, ſtanding 
in a great bay windowe with a halter about his necke 
ready te be hanged, deſperately pronounſimꝑ this his 


vrhole courſe ot life and confeſſeth as folleweth, 


Teuriis al curteſ, R. C. 
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A Table of the words of Artlate. 
ly deuiſed by Ned Browne and his aſſociates, to 
Cre abite the old Phraſes vſed ia the manner 


of Ceuny - catching. 

E that drawes the fiſh to the bait, ſ 1he Beater. 

The Tauerne where they goe, | the Buſh. 
The foole that is caught, the Bird. 
Connycatching to be called, 4 Barfowling, 
The vine to be called, | the Shrap. 
The Cards tobe called, J the Limerwige. 
The fetching in a Conny. [I beating the buſts 
The good Aﬀe it he be woone, ſteeping to the 

| | Lure. a 

If he keepe aloofe, | a Hog gerd. 
The verſer in conny-catching is called, | 7 be ketriwer..: 
And the Barnacle, (the pot karier, 
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THE LFE AND 


death of Ned Browne, a no- 
table C 1 and Conny-catcher, 


; F pou thinke (Gentlemen) to beare 
a repentant man ſpeake, oꝛ to tel a 
Au tale of his penitent ſozrowes, 
e are deceiued: fozas Ihaut ever 
med lewolp, ſo J meane to end my 
life as reſolutely, and not by a cow⸗ 
2 " ardly confeſſion to attempt the hope 
of apardon . Det, in that I was famous in my life fo 
my villaintes, J will at mp death pꝛoleſſe my ſelfe as 
notable, by diſcoutſing to pou all merrely, the manner 
and methode ol my knaueries, which il you hear with · 
out laughing, then alter my death tall me bale knaue, 
and never haue me in remembꝛante. 
Know therkoze (Gentlemen) that my parents were 
honeſt,of god repozte, and no little eſickme amongſt 
their neighbours and ſought (it god nurture and edu⸗ 
cation would haue ſerued) to haue made me an honcit 
man: but as one ſelfe ſame ground bzings fazthflow- 
ers and thillles; ſo of a ſound ſtocke pꝛooued an vnto⸗ 
ward pen; and ofa vertuous father, a moſt vicious 
ſonne. It bates little co rehear fe the pettie finnes of 
my Non - age; as diſobed ience ta mp parentes, con. 
B tempt 


Thelife and death 


tempt of good connſaile, veſpiſing okmine elders, file 
ching, peteilaſhery , and ſuch trifling toyes: but with 

thele tollyes J inurdempſelfe , till waxing inpeares, 
E grew into greater viſtanties. Foz When J came to 
eigheent peates olde, whatſinne was it that 5] would 
not commit wich grædint lle, what attempt ſo bad that 
Jwouls not endeudur to exccute; Cutting of purſes, 
ſtealing of hozles, lifting, picking of lockes, and all os 
ther notable ceoſſenages. Why, J helde them excellent 
- quafities, and accountedhim unwozthytoltue, that 
could not, oꝛ dittX not linebp ſuch damnable pꝛactiſes. 
Det as ſiane to openly mamkeſted to the eye of the Daz 
giſtr ate, is eyther loꝛe reuenged 02 ſone cut off: So J 
td pꝛeuent that, had anette where to dzunce, and di⸗ 
uers ſhadowes to colour myknaueries withall, as J 
would title mp lelłe with the name er a Fencer, & make 
Gentlemen bel#ue that J pickt a liuing out by that 
mpſterie, whereas God wot, J had na other fence 
but with my ſhoꝛt knife, and a patre of purle ſtringes, 


and with them in troth manp a bowt haue J had in mp 


time In torth: O what a ſunple oth was this to colirm 
a mans credit withall? Why, \@ the halter will make 
à man holp, foʒ whiteſt God ſaffered mee to flouriſh, J 
fcoznd to diſgrate my mouth with ſo ſmal an oath as 
In faith: but J rent God in peces,ſwearing and koz⸗ 
ſwearing by euerp partofhis body, that any as beard 
me, rather trembled at mine oathes , than keared my 


bꝛ aues, and pet fo courage and reſolution J refer mp. 


lelke ta allthem that haue euer heard of my name. 
Thus animated to do wickednes, J fell to take ve» 

lig zt in the companie ok harlots, amongſt whome, as J 

| "oene what I gstte, ſo J ſuffered not them J was ac⸗ 


quaintedn 
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of Ned Browne. 


quainted withall to fether their neſtes but would at my 


pleaſure ſtrippe them ok all that they had. What bad 
woman was there about London, whole champion I 
would not be fo) a few Crownes, to fight, [weare and 
ſtare in her behalfe, to the abuſe of any that Gould don 
Juſcice vpon her? I ſtill had one oꝛʒ two in ſtoꝛe to crof» 


ſtr aight J verſt vpon him, and croſlebit him ſoz all the 
money in his purſe. By the way (ih ſozrow cannot 
helpe to ſaue me, let ma tell you a mery teafthow once 


wanton, as when hee had ſhut his Malt to 
haue a thus the Zeal 
out. 


bite withall, which J vſcd as ſnares to trap ſimple men 
in: fo21f I tooke but one ſuſpitiouflp in her companie, 


Icroſſe bit a Paltman, that would nedes be ſo 


- Churle,andthen J rayld vpon them both, and obiected 


N | Thelife anddeach 


Ap'caantTa'chow Ned Browhe erMcdir 
2 Maltman, 1 


His Senix/Fomnicatoz,this olde Lecchrr,v 
F Jung continually into White Chappell had a 
haunt into Petticote Lane to a. Trugging 
houſethere, and fell into great familiaritie 


with a good wench that was a frendof mine, who one 
day reuealed vato me how ſhe was well thought on by 


a Paltman,a wealthie olde Churle,and that oꝛvinari⸗ 


lp twiſe a wake he did vilite her, andtherefozebadme 


plot ſome meanes to fetch him ouer foz ſome crownes. 
J was not to ſeke fo; a quicke inuention, and reſolued 
at his comming to croſſebiłe him, which was as luck 
lerued)thenext day. Monſieur the Paltman comming 
acc oꝛding to his cuſtome, was no ſdoner ſecretly ſhut in 
the chamber with the wench, but J came ſtepping in 
with a terrible lake, ſwearing as if I meant to haue 
challengd the earth to haue opened and [wallowey me 


guicke, and pzeſently fell vpon her and beat her: then J 
turned to the Maleman, and lent him a blow oʒ two, k oꝛ 


he would take no moe: he was a ſteut ſtiſfe olde tough 


to him how long he had kept my Mike, how mp neigh» 
bo)s could tell me of it, how the Lane thougbt ill of me 
fo} ſuffering it and now that J had my ſelf taken them 


together, J would make both him and her ſmart foz it 


befoze we parte d. 
The olde Foxe that knew the Ore by the hoꝛne was 
ſubtill enough to ſpie a pad in the ſtraw, and to ſ& that 


me went about to croſſebite him, wherecfoze hee —_ ; 


of Ned Browne. 


Niffe and denied all, and although the whoze cunningly 
on her knees wer ping did confelle it pet the Paultman 
faced her dowac, and ſaid (he was an honeſt woman fo2 


alt him, and that this was but a ceoſſenage compacted 


betwæne her and me to verſe and croſſuite him foꝛ ſome 
pete ot money fo; amends, but ſich hee knew himiclfe 

cleare,he would neuer graunt to pay one penny. I was 
ſtraight in mine oathes and bzaued him with ſending 
fo2 the Conſtable, but in vame, all our pollictes could 
not dꝛaw one cx oſſe from this crafey olde Carle, till J 
gathering my wits together, came ouet his fallowes 
tbus. kept bim ill in the chamber, e ſent(as though 


J had ſent foz the Conſtable) fo2 a freend oł mine, an | 


auntient collener, and one that had a long time bene a 
nig bt ok the Moſt, marrphee had a faire cloake and a 
Damaſke coate, that ſerued him to bayle men wit ball. 
To this periured companion J ſent to come as a Con⸗ 


table. to make the Maltman ſtoupe ,who(rcadie to ex⸗ 


ecute any villanie that I ſhould plot) came ſpe dily like 
an auncient welthy Citizen, and taking the office of a 

Conſtable in hand, began very ſtearnly to examine the 
matter, and ta deale invifferently, rather fauozing the 
Maltman than me: but J complained how long he had 


kept my Mike. he anſwered J lyed, & that it was a c- 


ſenage to croſſebite him ot his money. Mas Conſtable 
cunningly made this reply to vs both: Myfrends, this 
matter is bad, and truly I cannot in conſcience but look 
i to it. Fo pou Browne, you complaine how hehath a- 
buled your wife along time, ę ſhee partly confeffethas - 
much: he( who ſems to bee an honeſt man, aud of ſome 
countenance amongſt his neigybozs )faz{wears it aus 
ſaich, it is but a deuiſe to ſtrip him of his mon: know | 
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not whoin co belckue, and therfozethi ; is my beft courle 
becauſe the one of pou ſhall not laugh the other to ſcozu 
Ile ſend pou all thꝛæ te the Counter, ſo to anſwere it 
bekoze ſome Fuſtice that may take examination of the 
matter. The altman loth to goe to piilon, and pet 
 vawilling to part from any pence,ſaide he was willing 
do anlwere the matter befoze any man of wozſhippe, 

but hee velired the Cunſtable to fauour him that hee 
might not goe to ward, and he would lend fo} a 152ews 
et a friend ot his to be his Baile. 

In faith ſates this cunning old Coſener, pon offer 
like anhzneſt man, but J cannot ſtay ſo long till he bee 
ſent foz, but it pou meane as pou pꝛoteſt to anſwer tha 
matter, then leaue ſome pawne and J will let pou goe 
W hither yau will while ta mezrow, and then come tomy 

boule here hard by at àa Grocers ſhop , and vou and J 
will goe beſoꝛe a Juſtice and then cleare pour lelfe as 
pou nav. The maltman taking this crafty knaue to be 
ſome [ubltantiall Citizen , thanked him koz his friend« 


- - Qiip andgaue him a ſeale ring that he woze on bis foze- 


lnger, pꝛomiſin the uext mazningto mace him at his 
houſe. Aſtone as my friend had the ring, away walkes 
be, and while we ſod bꝛabling together he went tothe 
Bꝛewars houſe with whome this Paltman traded 
and deauered the 152ewar the Ring as a token from 
the Maltman laping he was in trouble. and that he de⸗ 
Ered him by that token to ſend him ten pound. The 
'% 2ewar (#tng an auntient Citizen bzinging the mel⸗ 
ſage and knowing the Paltmans Ring ,ftod vpon no 
tearmes ſith he knewhis Chapman wogld and was az 
ble to anſwere it againe if it were a bzace of hundzeth 
pounds, dil. ver ed dim the moncy without any moe a- 
doo, 
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The life and death 


dto. dohich ten pound at night we ſharp betwixt vs, and 
left the maltman to talke with the Bat war about the te 
paiment. Tuſh this was oac of my oꝛdinatp ſhikts, fo; 
I wa%holdea in my time the moſt famous Crolbyier 
in all London: Tell at length as wedding and hang 


ing comes bp deſtenie, J wouldta auoide the ſpech of 


the wozld bee married foꝛſcoth aud kepe a houſe , but 


(Gentlemen) J hope pou that heare mee talke ot mar⸗ 


riage, ds pꝛeſently imagine that ſure ſhe was ſome ver⸗ 
tuous matrone that J choſe out. Shal J ſap my conſct- 
eace, ſhe was a little ſnowt faire, but the tommonſt hars 
lot and hackſter that ever made frap vnder the ſhadowe 
of Colman hedge: wedded to this trull, what villanie 
could J deuiſe but ſhee would put in pꝛactiſe, and yet 
though ſhee could foyſt a pocket well, and get me ſome 
peace, and lifte nowe and then foz a node, and with 
the lighenes of hir heles bzing mee in ſome crownes: 
pet I waxt wear ie, and ſtucke ta the olde pꝛouerbe, that 
chaunge ofpaſcure makes fat Calues : J thougbt that 
in luung with nick two peares ſhe liued a yere to long, 
and therkoze calling mine eye on a pꝛetty wench,a mans 
wife well kno done about London, J fell in loue with 
her, and that ſs dæpelp that I bꝛoke the matter to hex 
huſhand, that I louen his wile and muſt ne ds haue hir. 
and conſirind it with many othes, that ik he did not con⸗ 
ſent to it. J would bæ his death: whereuppon her huſ⸗ 
band, a kind Ruane, and one cuerie way as baſe à com- 
panion as mp ſelfe, ag reꝭd to me, and we bet a bat gaine. 
that I hould haue his Ulife, and he ſhould haue mine, 
conditionally, that J ſhould give bim fue poundes to 
bote, whith J pꝛomiſed, though he ucuer had it: ſo wer 
like two good Hozſe : cezſerg, made a chopp? and 
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I he life and death 

change, and ſwapt vy a Rogiſh bargaine, ar d ſs he ma⸗ 
ried my wife and his. Thus Gentlemen did IJ nets 
ther feare God no} his lawes, noz regarded honeſtie, 
manhoo, oz conſcience, but theſe be trifles and veniall 
finnes, Now ſir, let me boaſt of my ſelle a little, in that 
J came to the credite of a high Lawyer , and with my 
ſwoꝛd ftbooted abꝛoad inthe country like a Caualier 
on hazſebacke. wherein J didexcell fo; ſubtelty: Fo A 
had fitſt form ſelfe an artiſiciall haire-, and a beard ſo 
natur ally made, that J could talke, dive, and ſup in it, 
and pet it ſhould neuer bee ſpied. J will tell you there 
reſts no greater villany than in this pꝛactiſe. foꝛ q haue 
robbed a man in the mozning , and come to the ſame 
Inne and bayte d yea and dyned with him the ſame dap, 
and foꝛ my hoꝛſe that he might not be knowne Jcoulde 
ride him one part of the day like a godly Gelding with 

= large taple hanging to his fætlockes, and the other 
part ok the day J could make him a Cut, fo2 I bad an 

arilictall taile ſo cunningly colnterfeited „tbat the 
.Oltler when hee dꝛeſt him coulde not perteiueit. By 
theſe pollictes J little cared foꝛ Pues and Cries but 
ſitaight withdiſguiſing myſelfe , would outflip them 
all, and as fo2 mp Cloake it was ; Tarmoſind( as they 
doe tearme it ) made with two outſides that I could 
turne it how Jliſt, fo2 howſocuer J woe it the right 
ſide ſtill ſæmed to be outward: TJ remember howe pꝛet⸗ 
tily once J ſeruen a Bꝛieſt, and becauſe one death dif * 
chargeth all. and is as gadag a generall pardon, beate 
how I ſerued him. | 


A 


of Ned Browne. 


"  Amerrietalchow Ned Browne vſcd 
a Pnelt. 


] Chauncedas J road into Barkeſbire to light in the 

company of a fat Pꝛieſt that had hanging at his ſad⸗ 

dle bow acapcaſc well ſtufe with Crowns.that he went 

to pay fo2 the purchaſe of ſome lands: Falling in talke 

with him (as communication will growe betwixt cras 
uzllecs) I bebaued my ſelfe ſo demurelp, that he toke 
me fo2 a verp honeſ man, & was glad of my company, 
although ere we parted it coſt him verpdeare: and as 

. mongſt other chat he queſtioned me if J would lellmp 
boꝛſe (fo; hee was a faire large Gelding well ſpzead 1 
and fozhcaded, aud ſo eaſily and ſwiſtly paced, that 1 
could well ride him ſeauen mile an houre) J made him 
anſwere that J was loth to part from mp Gelding, and 
ſo ſhaptt him a light rep l, but betoze wee came at out 
baite hee was ſo in loue with him that J might ſay bim 
no nap, ſo that when wee came at our June and were at 
dinner together we ſwapt a bargain;J had the Prieſts 1 
and twenty Nobles to boote ſoꝛ mine , Mell aſleone as | 
we had changse I got mee into the ſtable, and there lc⸗ 
cretiy J kuit a haire about the hozſefertlock ſo ſtraight 
vpon the veine that hee began a little to checke of that 
fonte. ſo that when he was bꝛought foozth the hoꝛſe be⸗ 
gan to halt; which the Pꝛieſt eſpying marucld at it, 
and began ta accuſe me that J had dccetued him. CUell 
guoth Itis nothing but ab{od , and aſſwic as hee is 
warme hee wil! goe well, and if in riding pou like htm 
not, kaz twenty fillings loſſt Ile change with pou at 
night, the Peieſt was glad of is, and cauſed his ſad- 
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Maiſter Parſon (quoth J) J watrant pou hele gallop 
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dle to beſet on my gelding, and ſo bauing his Capcaſe 
on the ſaddle pummeil ; rode on his way, and {| with 
bim, but ſtill his hozle halted, and by that time we were 


two mpyles out of the towne hee halted right downe : at 


Lobich the Pꝛieſt chaft, and 5 ſaide J wond)ed at it, and 


thought he was pꝛickt, bad him alight and A would ſee 


what he apled, and wicht him to get vp of my hozle that 
J had ofhiim fo} a mile 92 two, and J would ride of his, 
to trie i I could dꝛiue him from his hault. The Piieſt 
tbankt me, and was loptowfull, and J felingabouchis 
fte crackt the halte aſunder and wben J bad done got 
vp on him , ſini!:ng to mp lelle tola the Capcaſe hang 
ſo manuerlybeloze me, ano precting ſpurs to the hoſe, 


made him giuc way alitite, but beeing ſomewhat ſtiffe, 


he halted fo2 halfe a mile, and then begants fall into his 
olde pace, which the Bꝛieſt 1 ſald: Pet hinks my 


Gelding begins to leaue his halting. J marry doth her 


to faſt fo you to ouertake, and ſo god JP; ieſt farewell, 
and take no thought fo2 the tat riage of peur Capcaſe. 

TUith that J put ſpurres to him luſtily, and away flung 
J like the wind: the Par ſon calde to me, and ſayde bee 
hoped that J was but in ieaſt, but he found it incarneſt, 


toy he neuer had his hozſeno} his capcale after. 


Gentlemen, this is but a ieaſtts a number of villae 


nies that J haue acted, ſo graceleſſe hath my like bane. 


The molt expert and ſkilful Alcumiſt. neuer roke moze 
pains in experience of his mettals, the Philition in his 
ſimples, the Mecanicall man in the myteric ok his oc- 
tupation, than J haue done in plotting pꝛecepts rules, 
axtomes, and pꝛinciples, how (mothly and ucatelp to 
{oiſt a pocket, oz nyppe ung. | 
t 
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Tt were tuo tedious to holde you with tales of che 
wonders J haue acted, ſ&ing almoſt they bee number; 
leſſe, 82 to make repoꝛt how deſperately I did execute 
them, eyther without feare of God, dead of the Lam, oʒ 
lone to my Country: foꝛ I was ſoreſolutely,ozrather 
tepꝛobately giuen, that q held Death only as Natures 
due, and howfoeuer ignomintorfly it might happen 
vnto met. chat I little regarded: which careleſſe diſdain 
to die, made nie thʒuſt mp ſelfe into euery bʒaule, quax⸗ 
rell. and other bad action what ſoeuer, running heads 
long into all miſchiefe nepther reſpecting the ende, no 
loge lcting the danger, and that ſecure life hath brought 
me to this dichonozab le death. But what ſhould J ſtand 
here preaching? ] liued wautonlp,and therefoze let m8 
end merrily, aud tel vou ewo 0) th of mp mad pꝛauks 
and ſo bid vou farewell. Amongſt the reſt J remember 
once walking vp and downe Smithfield, very quaintlip 
attued in a fuſdian dublet and buffe hoſe, both lapde 
dobone with golbe lact, a ſilke ſtocke and a new Cloke, 
A traced vp anddowne verie ſolempnly, as ha⸗ 
ung neuer a croſle to bleſſe me withall, 
were being in my dumps there 

puappened to me this acti⸗ 
dient kollowing. | 


% 
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A pleaſant tale ho Ned Brown kill a Gcntlewoman 
and cuther putſe. | 


« 


| 10-00 Gentlemen beeing in mp pumps, I ſawea 
1 baue Countrep Genclewoman comming along 
from ſaint Bartlemewes ina ſatten Gowne, and foure 
men attending vponher: by her ſive the had hanging a 
maruellous rich purſe embꝛopdzed, and not lo faire 
without but it ſ@med to be as wel lied within: At this 
mp tæth watered, and as the pꝛay makes the thiefe, ſo 
nec ellity and the ſight of ſuch a faire purſe begaune to 
muſter a thauſand inuen ions in my heave how ta come 
by it: to goe by her and Nip it J could not, becauſe cha 
had ſo many men attending on hir: to watch hir into a 
pꝛeſſe that was in vacne, koz going towards S. Johns 
ſtrate, J geſt her about to take hozle to ride home, be⸗ 
cauſe all her men were booted , Thus perplexed fo? this 
purle , and pet not ſo much koꝛ the boung as the ſhels: 
J at laſt reſolutely vowed in my ſelſe to halle it though 
Iſtretcht a halter foz it: and ſo caſtilig in my head how 
to bring my fine Piltris to the blow, at laſt J perkoz⸗ 
med it thus. She ſtanding and talking a while with a 
entleman J ſtept beſoze hir and leaned at the Barre 
till J ſaw hir leaue him, and then ſkalking towards hir 
very ſtoutly as if J had bene ſeme young Caualier oz 
Captaine, J met her and curteouſip ſaluted her, e not 
onelygreted her, but as if J had bæn acquainted with: 
her J gaue her a kiſſe, and ſo in taking acquaintance 
tloſing very familiarly to her I tut her purſe:the Gene 
tle woman ſeeing me ſo bzaut oled mee kindly, c bluſh- 
ing laid ſhe knew me not. Are peu not Piſtres oy 1 


Thelife and death 


J, ſuch a Gentlewoman, and ſuch a mans Uife 2 No 
truly ſir,quoth the you miſtake me:then I cry you mit; 


There is no harme done ſir layde thee, becauſe there ts 
no offence taken, and ſo we parted, J with a god bung, 
and my Gentlcwaman wich a kiſſe, which 4. vare ſafe* 
ly ſweare, ſhe bought as de are as euer (hee did thing in 
her like, fo2 what J found in the purſe that J kep to my 
ſelfe. Thus did F plot deuiles in my head bou to pꝛo⸗ 
fit my ſelte, though it were to che vtter vndoing of ante 
one: I was the fitſt that inuented the letting fall of the 
key, which had like ts cot me de are, but it is all oue, as 

god then as naw: and thus it was. . 


How Ned Browne et fall a key, 


W Alking vp and downe Paules, J ſaw where s 
Noble mans bꝛother in England came with | 
tettame Gentlemen his frendes in at the Wieſt doe, 
and how hee put vp his purle, as hauiug bought ome 
thing in the Churchyard: I hauing an Cagles eye, ſpi⸗ 
ed a god bung containing many ſhels as J geſt, care* 
lelly put vp into his l ue, which dꝛaue me ſtraight in⸗ 
to a mutinie with my lelfe how to come by it. Iloakt as 
bout me if J could ſæ any of my fellow frends walking 
there, ſtraight J found out tchꝛc᷑ 02 fonre truſty foilts 
wich whom J talkt and conferd about this putſe: war 
all coucludea it were neceſlarp to haue it, lo wee could 
piot a meanes ham to catch it. At laſt I letdowne the 
courſe thus: as ſoone as the thꝛong grewgreat, and 
that there was Juſtling (a Paules fox rome, J ſtepe - 
bheloze the Gentleman and le 5 fall a key, wich u % n 
3. . 6 


tie quoth J, and am ſoꝛty that I was ſo ſaucity belde. 


of Ned Browne. 


to take vp, I ſtaid the Gentleman that he was faine to 
thꝛuſl by me, while in the pꝛeſſe two of my fronds fois 


” fred his purſe, and away they went withall, and in ie 


there was ſome twentie pound in gold: pzeſeotly puc⸗ 
ting bis hande inhis pocket fo his handkercher, hre 
miſt his purſe, and ſuſpected that he that let fall the ey 
had itz but ſuppoſitions are vaine, and ſo was his tbin⸗ 
king ſeing he knew me not, foꝛ till this day be neuer let 
te ok his purſe, 

There are a number of my companions þ 
in England. who being men fo} all compantes; 
once conuerſing with a man, ſo np to them, that 
be Hall thinke nothing in e wozld tw deare fo2 them, 
and neuer bee avle to part kromthem, vneill he hath 
ſyent all he hath. 

Tf he bee laſciuiouſly addictev, they have Arttines 
Tables at their fingers endes, to fed him on with nem 
kind of filthines, they wil nc in with Rous the french 
Painter, aud what an vſuall vaine in bawdery hee had: 
not a whoze o2 queane about the towne but they know, 
and can tell pou her where and with whom 
Ge hoſts. 

If they leb pou conetoully bent they wil tel you won · 
ders of the Philoſophers ſtone, and make you helæue 
they can make golde of Gcoſe greace: onely pou muſt 
be at ſometws 02 the hundzed pounds coſt , o2 ſuch a 
trifling matter, tohelpe to ſet vp their Stylles , and 
then you nerd not care where you begge pour bꝛead, fox 
they will make you vas lutle better if pou followe their 

pꝛeſcriptions. 
Diilſlcourſe with them of countries, they will ſer you 
on fire * trauailing, pea what 0 is it cher will 
noc 
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not ſweare they hane bene in, and J warrant you tell 
ſuch a ſound tale, as it᷑ it were all Goſpell they ſpake: 
not a cozner in rraunce but they can deſcribe. Venice, 
why it is nothing, fo they haue intelligence from it e- 
uerp houre, at euery woꝛde will come in with Strado 


Curtizano, and tell ou ſuch miracles of Madam Pa- 


dilia and Romana linperia , that pou will hee mad tyll 
pou b out of England. And it hee ſa pou are caught 
with that bait, he will make as though hee would leaue 
pou. and faine buſiueſſe about the Court, o2 that ſuch a 
Noble man ſent foꝛ him, when you wil rather conſent 
to robbe all your frends,than be ſeueredfrom him one 

bower. It you requeſt his company to trauel, he wil ſap 
In kaith J cannot tell: J would ſconer ſpend mylife in 
pour company than in any mans in England, but at 
this time J am not ſo pꝛouided of monepas Jwould, 


therefoze I can make you no pꝛomiſe: and if a man 
Gould aduenture vpon ſuch a tourney withuut money, 


it were miſerable and baſe, and no man will care fo2 
vs Tut, money lap pou (like a liber all poung maiſterꝰ) 
take no care {02 that. fo I haue ſo much land and J wil 
ſell it, my credite is ſo much, and J will vſe it: J haue 
the kæping of a Coſens chamber of mine, which is an 

old Counſellozt he this vacation time is gone douwne 
into the Country, we wil bzeake vp his Kudie, rifle his 


ches, dine into the bottome ok his bags, but wee will 


haue to ſerne our turne: rather than faile, we wilſel his 
bk, pawne his bedding and hangings, @ make rid⸗ 
dice of all his houſhold Nute to ſet vs packing. To this 
be liſtens a little # ſayes: Cheſe are ſome hopes pet. but 
ik he ſhould go with you. and you haue money # he none, 
you will dominare ouer him at pour pleaſure and * 


% 
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be were well ſet vp, to leaue ſuch poſſibilities in Eng⸗ 
land and be made a laue in another Countrep ; With © 
that pou offer to part halfes with him, o2 put ali pou 
baue into his cuſtodie, befoze hee ſhoulde thinke port 
meant other wiſe then well with him. Hee takes pou at 
pour offer, and pꝛomiſeth ta hulband it fo fo2 pou, that 
you ſhall ſ pend with the beſt and yet not waft ſo much 
as pou doe: which makes-you (meaning fimply)) put 
bim in truſt and giue zim the purſe: Then all a bone 
voyage into the low Countries poutruoge, ſo to trauel 
vp into Italie, but per va ios (aſus & tot diſcrimiaa 
rerum in a Towne of Garriſon he leaues you, runnes 
away with your mouep, and makes pou glad to betake 
- pour ſelt to pꝛouant, and to be a Gentlemay of a Come 
pany . Tf hee feare pou will make after him, hee will 
change his name, and if there be any better Gentlee 
man than other in the Countrep where hee ſoiour nes. 
his name h# will boꝛrowe, and crape into his kindred, 
02 it ſhall coſt him a fall, and make him pay ſwærtelpy fo 
it in the end it he take not the better hade. Thus will he 
bee ſure to haut one Alle oꝝ other a fte, on whom hee 
may pꝛap, and euer to baue newe lnuentions to ke pe 
himſelke in pleaſing. 

There is no Art but he will haut a ſuperfici ell ſight 
into, and put downe euery man wich talke, and when 
he bath vttered the moſt he tan, makes men belc ue that 
hee knowes tenne times moze than hee will put into 
their heads. which are ſecrets not to be made common 
toeugrieone. 

He wili perſwade pon hee hath twentie reteiptes of 
Lone powders: that hee can ftame a Ring with ſuch 
a quaint deuiſe, tgat ii a Mlerchp ut it on her finger, 


lhe 
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fe fall not choſe but followe pou vp anddowne the 
ltrertes, 

It pou haue an enemie that pou would faine be ry» 
of,hele teach you to poyſon him with pour very lakes, 
Co ſtande on the top of Paules with a burning glaſſe 
in pour hande,and caſt the Sunne with ſuch a fozce on 
a mans face that walkes vnder, that it ſhall ftrike him 
ſtarke dead moe violently than lightning. 

Co fill a Letter full of 2@dles, which ſhall bee laide 
after ſuch a Pathemaricall oꝛder, that when he opens 
it to whome it is ſent, they ſhall all ſpzing vp and flyt 
into his body as fazceably, as if they had bæne blowne 
vp with gunpowder, oz ſent from a Calla uetrs mouth 
like (mall wotte. | 
Toconclude, he will haue ſuch pꝛobable reaſons to 
pꝛocure belefe to his lyes, ſuch a ſmoth tongue to de» 
liuer them, and ſet them fo2th with ſuch a grace that a 
very wiſe man heſhould be that did not ſwallowe the 
Gudgin at his hands. | 
In this ſozte haue J knowne ſundzy ptong Gen- 
elemen of England trapned fioꝛth to their own deſtruc⸗ 
tion, which makes mer the moze willing to fozewarne 
other of fuch baſe compan'ons. | 
QAberekoze, ko the rating out of theſe lye inſinua· 
ting'Pothwozms, that eate men out oftheir ſubſtance 
vnſene,and are the decap ofthe foꝛwardeſt Gentlemen 
and beſt wittes: it were to be wiſhed that Amaſis Law 
were reulued, who ozdapned that euerp man at the 
yeares ende ſhoulde giue account to the Magiſtrate 
how be lined, and he that did not ſo, 03 could not make 
an account ok anhoneſt life, to be put to death as a Fel- 
lon without fanour 02 pardon. 
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He haue about London, that(to the diſgrace of Gene 
tlemen liue gentle men like of themſelucs, bauing ney⸗ 
there money no} Lande, no2 any lawfull meancs to 
maintain chem: ſome by play, and they goamumming 
into the Conntrey all Chziſtmas time with falſe dice, 
oz if ther be any place where gentlemen 5} Barchants 
frequent inthe Cittp oʒ Townecozpotat, thyther will 
thep, either diſguiſed like yonge Parchants, o2 ſub« 
[antiallCittizens, and dzawe them all dp thaceuer 
deale with them. 

There are (ome doe nothing but walke vp.# downe 
Paules, oz come to mens ſhops to buy wares;. with 
budgets of wiitings vnder their armes, g thele will 
talke with any man about their ſites tn Lawe, and diſ⸗ 
courſe vnto them bow theſe and theſe mens bonds they 
haue fo: monev,that are the chiefeſt dealers in op Geek 
Nozwich, B2iſtowe, and ſuch like places,q complaint 
that they cannot get one penny. Why if ſuch a man 
doth owe it vou, (will ſome man ſay that knowes him) 
J durſt buy the debt of you; let me gette it of him as J 

can: O ſateth mybudget man, J baue his hand and 
ſcale to ſhewe, looke here els, and with that pluckes 
out a councerfaite band, (as all his other wzitings 
are) and reades it to him:whereupon, fot halfe in halfe 
they pꝛeſently compound, and after he hath that tenne 
pound payd him ko2 his band of twentie, beſides the 
fozfeicure, on ſo fozth, he ſates faith theſe Lawyers 
dzinke me as dzfk as a ſiue, and I haue money to pay 
at ſuch a day, and J doubt J ſhall not be able to come 
paſſe it. Here are all the Leaſes and Euidences ot my 
Lande lying in ſuch a ſhyꝛe, could pon lend me fo2tie 
pound on them till the nexe Tearme, oz foz ſome ſixe 
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Bonches, and it ſhall then be repayd with interelt, oꝛ 
Ile kozteit my whale inheritance, which is beter wozth 
than ahundzed markes a yeare; Þ 
The welthy Gentleman, oz pong Nonice, that hath 
ſtoze of Crownes lying by him, greedy offuch a bat⸗ 
gaine,thinking (perhaps) by one clauſe oz othet tu de» 
tcate him of all he hath, lends him money , and takes a 


faire Stacute marthantofhis Lands befoze a Judge: 


but when all comes toal,hehathno moe land in Eng · 
land then a younger bꝛothers inheritance, no; doth anp 
ſuch great Occupier as he faineth , know him : much 
leſſe owe him any money: whereby my couetous mai⸗ 
ter is cheated foztte oz fiſtie pound chick at one clap. 

Not vnlikt to theſe, are they, that comming to Oꝛ⸗ 
dinaries about the Exchange, whert marchants do tas 
ble fox the moſt part, will ſap they haue two oz th2# 
ſhippes of Coles new tome krom Newcaſtle, and wiſh 
they could light on a gad chapman , that would deale 
fo2 them altogether . Whats your pꝛice ſaith one? 
CAbats pour pꝛice: ſaith another. He holds them at 
the irft ata very high rate, and ſets a good face on it. 
as though he had ſuch craffique indeed, but afterward 
comes downe ſo lowe, that every manſiriues who ſhall 
giue hun earneſt firſt, and ere he be aware, hehath foz⸗ 
tie ſbillings clapt in his hand, to aſſure the bargaine to 
ſome one of them: he puts it vp quietly, and bids them 
enguire for him at ſuch a ſigne and place, where he ne · 
uer came, ſignifping allo his name: when in troth hee 
is but a coozening companion, and no ſuch man to bee 
found. Thus goes he clare away with foꝛtie illings 
in his purſſe lo nothing , and they vnlike to le him 
Anxp moze. | A 


Du 
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A merry Icaſt how Ned Brownes wife was croſle- 

bitten in her one Arte, 1 
Utheere note (Gentlemen) though J baue done 
55 many lleights and croſſuitten ſundꝛy perſons : pet 
ſo long goes the pitcher to the water, that at length it 
comes bꝛoken home. Ahich pꝛouerbe J haue ſæne ve⸗ 
rified : fo J remember once that J (uppoſing to crof# 
bite a Gentleman who had ſome ten pound in his llaue 
left my wife co perfo2me the accident, who in the ende 
was croſſebitten her ſelfe: and thus it fel out. She com- 
pacted with a HÞaker, whom ſome call a Curber, #ha- 
uing befoze bargained with the Geneleman to cell her 
tales in her eare all night, hee came acco2ding to p2o* 
miſe, who hauing ſupt and going to bed, was aduiſed 
by my wife to lay his clothes in the window, where che 
Hokers Crome might croſſbite them from him: pet ſe» 
tretlpintending befoze in the night time to ftcale his 
monep fozthok his llaue. Thep beeing in beo together 
llept ſoundly: yet ſuch was his chauuce, that he loden⸗ 
ly wakened long befozeher,@ being ſoze croubled with 
a lake, roſe vp and made a double vſe of his Chamber 
pot: that done, he intended to th2ow it foith at the win 
dow, which the better to per ſozme, he fitſt remoued his 
clothes from thence ; at which inſtant the ſpꝛing of the 
window roſe vp of the owne acco2d. This ſodatuly as 
mazed him ſo, that be leapt backe, leaning the chamber 
pot ſill ſtanding in the window, fearing that the deuill 
bad been at hand. By e by he eſpped a faite iron Crome 
come marching in at the window, which in ſteade ofthe 
dublec and hoſe he ſought fo}, ſodenly teoke hold of that 
pdboamelp ſcruice in the member vellell, and ſo pluckt 
= goodmanJurdaine with all his contents downe pat — | 
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the Curbers pace. Neuer was gentle Anglirſodzeft, 
fo: his face. his head, aud his nccre,were all beſimtattd 
with the ſoft ſirrenerence, ſv as he (tunke wozle than a 
Jakes Farmer. The Gentleman hearing one cry out, 
and ſæing his meſſe of altogether ſo ſtrangely taken a- 
wap, began to take hart to him, and looking out percti⸗ 
ued the Curberlys almoſt bꝛained, almaſt dꝛomned, E 
well neare poyſoned therewith: whereat laughing har- 
tilp to himlelfe,hee put on his owne clothes, and gotte 
bim ſecretly awap, laping my wines clothes inthe ſame 
place, which the gentle Angler ſame afcer toke: but 
neuer could ſhe get them againe till this day. 
This (Gentlemen ) was my courſe of life, and thus 
I got much by villanp, and ſpent it amongſt whozes as 
careleſſelp : J ſildome 02 neuer liſtened to the admont⸗ 
non of mp fr@ndes , neither did the fall of other men 
learne me to beware, and therefoze am J bzought now 
tothis end: pet little did J think to haue laid my bones 
in Fraunce, I thought (indæd ) that Tpburne would at 
laſt haue ſhakt me by the nccke ; but hauing done villa- 
uy in England, this was alwaies mycourſe, to ſlip o⸗ 
ner into the Lom Countries, and there fo2 a while plap 
the ſouldiour, and partly that was the cauſe ot my com- 
ming hicher: fox growing odious in and about Lon- 
den fo2 my filching, lifting, nipping.loyſting and croſs 
biting, that euery oae held me in contempt, and almoft 
diſdained my companie, J reſolued to come oucr into 
Fraunce, by bearing Armes ta wꝛunt ſeme ctedite, de⸗ 
termining with mp lelle to become a true man, v ut as 
men, though they chaunge Ccuutrics, alt et not their 
minds : ſo giuen ouer by God into a repzobate ſence, A 
had no f@ling of geodues,but 5 the docge Lell to mp 
3 elet 
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olde domit, aud hare moſt wickedly J haue commitcey 
facrilege, robd a Church, and dont other miſchauous 
p2anks,fo1 which iuſtly Jam condemned and muſt ſuf- 
fer death: whereby J learne, that reuenge deferdis not 
quit tanſt:t hat though God ſuffer the wicked foz atime, 
yet hee paies home at length; fox while J laſciujouſly 
le ad a careleſſe life, if my frieudes warned mas of it, J 
ſcoft at them, ꝶ if they told me ofthe gallo wes, J would 
ſueare it was my deſtenie, and now J haue pꝛoued my 

ſcife ns Iyar :pet mult J die moze baſelp, and ba hangs 
gut at a window. 

Oh Countrymen and Gentlemen, J haue helde pou 
long, as god at the firſt as at the laſt, take then this fo 
a farewell: Cruſt not in your owne wits, foꝛ they will 
become to wilfull oft, and ſo deceiue you. Boaſt not in 
ſtrength,noꝛ ſtand not on pour manhwd, ſo to maintaen 
quarrels; ko che end of bꝛawling is confuſion ; but vſe 
pour courage in defence of pour country,and then feare 
not to die; foꝛ the bullet is an honoꝛ able death. Beware 
of whozes, fo: they be the Spꝛens that dzaw men on to 
deſtruction, their wert woꝛds are inchantments, the it 
epts allurt, and their beauties bewitch : Oh take have 


of their perſwaſions,fo) they be Crotodiles, that when 


they we pe, deſtroy, Truth is hono2able,and better is 
it to be a poze honeſt man, than a rich & wealthy there: 
fo; the faireſt end is the gallowes and what a ſhame is 
it to a mans ftrnds, when hee dies ſo baſely. Scozne 
not labour (Gentlemen) no2 hold not any courſe of life 
bas 02 ſeruile, chat is poficable and honeſt, leaſt in gi- 
King pour ſelues ouet to idleneſſe, and hauing no pet - 
lp maintenance , you fall into many pꝛeiudi ciall mile 
chiefs Contemne not the ve rtuous counſaile ROT, 

ſts dels 


ol Ned Browne. 
veſpiſe not the hearing of Gods Pinilters, ſcolle not 
at the Pagiſtrates, but feare God,honoz pour Pꝛince. 
and loue pour country , then God willbleſſe poo, as F 
hope he will do me fo} all my manifolde offences. and ſo 
Lozd into thp hands commit mp ſpirit, and wich that 
he bimlelle (pzung out at the window and died. 
{cre by the way pou ſhall vndetſtand, that geting 0+ 
ter into Fraunce,heneare vnte Arx robd a Church, Et 
was therefoze condemned, and hauing no gallowes by, 
they hang him out ata window, faſtuing the roape a- 
bout the Bar: and thus this Ned Browne died miſe⸗ 
rably, that all his life time had beneſull of miſchiefe & 
villany,ſleightly at his death regarding the ſafe ol his 
ſoule. But note a wonderfull iud gement of God ſhew ; 
ed vppon him after his death: his body being taken 
dawn, e buried without the towne, it is ver iſied, chat in 
the night time there tame acompany of Malues, and 
toe him out of his graue, and eate him vp. whereas 
there lap many ſouldiers buried, & manp dead carca(- 
ſes, that they might haue pꝛayde on to haue filled their | 
hungry paunches, But the iudgments of God as they 
are luſt, ſo they are inſcrutable: pet thus much wemap-  * 
toniecture, that as he was one that delighted in rapine | 
and ſtealth in his life, ſo at his death the rauenous 4 
Molues veuouredhim, x pluckt him out of his graue, 
as a mau not woꝛthy to be avmittey to the honoz of any + 
buryall Thus haue J ſec downe the life and death ol 
Ned Browne, a famous Cutpurſe and Conny; | | 
catcher, by whoſe example if any be pꝛoll⸗ | | 
ted, Jhaue the deſired ende 
of my labour. 


FINIS. 


